Introduction
Bacterial vaginosis is the commonest cause of abnormal vaginal discharge in Western countries. It is a mild condition which nevertheless can cause considerable inconvenience. There is the possibility that the organisms associated with vaginosis may be associated with preterm labour. Bacterial vaginosis is still poorly understood and there is confusion both about how it should be diagnosed and the role of the microbiology laboratory. In order to dispel some of this confusion we have reviewed the aetiology, pathogenesis and diagnosis of bacterial vaginosis and made recommendations on the diagnostic procedures appropriate for genitourinary medicine and gynaecology clinics and for general practitioners. The microbial flora of the vagina in normal women12 and those with bacterial vaginosis3 have recently been reviewed and will not be discussed in depth in this article.
History of bacterial vaginosis Nomenclature
In 1954 Gardner and Dukes4 described a distinct clinical entity which presented as an increased often foul smelling vaginal discharge that was not associated with any recognised pathogen. They named this condition "Nonspecific vaginitis" in order to distinguish it from other causes of vaginitis such as Trichomas vaginalis and Candida spp. The isolation of Haemophilus vaginalis, subsequently named as Corynebacterium vaginale and now known as Gardnerella vaginalis, from these patients caused Gardner and Dukes to change the name to Haemophilus vaginalis vaginitis. 5 This term, later modified to Gardnerellaassociated vaginitis, was used by many workers67 until it became clear that anaerobes were also present in this condition and the term anaerobic vaginitis or vaginosis8 was favoured. In 1984 a working group reached a consensus that it would be more appropriate to call this condition "bacterial vaginosis";9 "bacterial" because of its association with many bacteria and "vaginosis" because of the lack of an inflammatory response. Recently, vaginal bacteriosis has been suggested as a more correct namel'01 but bacterial vaginosis remains the most widely used and accepted term. 
Symptoms

